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Rules 

"Football Through Your Eyes" Short Film Competition 

TMFF #2 - Timișoara Football Film Festival / 2026 

Eligible duration for the 2026 edition: minimum 6 minutes and maximum 30 minutes, including credits. 

 

1. General overview 

The "Football Through Your Eyes" Short Film Competition is part of TMFF #2 - Timișoara Football Film Festival, a 

festival dedicated to football films and football culture. TMFF was launched in 2025 as the first film festival in 

Romania and Eastern Europe devoted entirely to football, and returns to Timișoara in 2026 with a new edition. 

The competition encourages short films that look at football as a lived experience. We are interested in stories 

from the pitch and the stands, from families, neighbourhoods, dressing rooms and cities. Participation is open to 

anyone who wants to tell an authentic football story, regardless of experience, country or professional 

background. 

2. Eligibility 

Individuals and teams from Romania and from other countries may participate, whether amateur or professional. 

Participants must be at least 16 years old on the date of submission. For participants aged between 16 and 18, 

the organisers may request written consent from a parent or legal guardian. 

Individual and team productions are accepted. Teams must appoint one contact person, who will represent the 

team in all communication with the organisers. There is no participation fee. 

3. Competition theme 

The theme of the competition is "Football Through Your Eyes". Films must have a direct connection to football 

and show how the game shapes people, communities, cities, supporter groups or personal destinies. 

Documentaries, fiction films, visual essays, hybrid works, portraits, observational films and other cinematic forms 

are accepted. What matters is that the film has a clear, personal perspective and a real connection to football. 

Stories may begin with street football, youth football, small clubs, the women's game, supporters, referees, 

coaches, parents, forgotten pitches, local identity, loyalty, failure, passion, frustration, memory or social conflict 

seen through football. 

Pure advertising materials, political campaign materials or promotional clips made for a club, brand or product are 

not accepted unless they have a clear cinematic intention and a story of their own. 

4. Technical requirements and delivery conditions 

The film must be between 6 and 30 minutes long. This duration includes titles, end credits, introductions and any 

video material included in the submitted file. Films shorter than 6 minutes or longer than 30 minutes will not enter 

the jury process. 

The recommended video format is .mp4 or .mov, H.264 codec, with a minimum resolution of Full HD 

(1920x1080). For films with wider distribution potential, we recommend 4K. The recommended frame rate is 24, 

25 or 30 fps. 

Sound must be clear, balanced and intelligible. The image must be sufficiently stable, correctly exposed and free 

of visible post-production errors. Films with major technical issues may be rejected before the jury process. 

All films that are not in Romanian or English must include subtitles in one of these two languages. Subtitles may 

be hardcoded into the film or delivered separately as a synchronised .srt file. For selected films, the organisers 

may request separate subtitle files needed for festival screenings. 
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The authors are responsible for all materials used in the film, including music, archive images, TV footage, 

photographs, logos, footage filmed at matches, voices, interviews, digitally generated content or content 

processed with AI tools. Submitting a film confirms that the authors have the right to enter it in the competition and 

to allow it to be screened during the festival. 

Important: films that do not meet the duration, theme, subtitle or minimum delivery requirements may be 

considered incomplete and will not be evaluated by the jury. 

Required materials for selected films 

• final screening file, in .mp4 or .mov format; 

• official trailer or teaser, with a recommended duration of 30 to 90 seconds; 

• digital portrait poster, minimum A3, 300 dpi, .jpg or .pdf; 

• updated synopsis, maximum 500 characters; 

• full credits list, including titles, roles and technical crew; 

• 1-3 representative stills from the film, 300 dpi, .jpg format; 

• .srt subtitle file, where applicable. 

5. Competition calendar 

Stage Date / period 

Competition launch 1 July 2026 

Submission period 1 July - 10 October 2026 

Submission deadline 10 October 2026, 23:59, Romanian time 

Technical and eligibility check 11 - 12 October 2026 

Jury evaluation 13 - 25 October 2026 

Finalists announced 26 October 2026 

Finalist screening and awards gala 8 November 2026, during TMFF #2, in Timișoara 

The exact screening schedule and the gala venue will be announced on the festival website and official channels. 

The organisers reserve the right to make minor calendar adjustments if required by the festival programme. 

6. Prizes 

The total prize fund for the 2026 edition is 10,000 lei, approximately EUR 2,000 at an indicative exchange rate of 

5 lei/EUR: 

• First Prize: 5,000 lei (approx. EUR 1,000) 

• Second Prize: 3,000 lei (approx. EUR 600) 

• Third Prize: 2,000 lei (approx. EUR 400) 

The amounts are net and will be paid in Romanian lei. The prizes are supported by private funds and partner 

contributions. For films made by teams, the prize will be paid to the team representative designated in the 

submission. 

The jury may award special mentions without a financial prize. The organisers may increase the prize fund if new 

partnerships or resources become available before the gala. 

7. Jury process 

The films will be assessed by a mixed jury made up of film professionals, media representatives, people 

connected to football culture and members of the supporter community. The jury members will be announced on 

the festival's official channels before the end of the evaluation period. 

Each film will be scored from 1 to 10 for each criterion. The final score is calculated using the weighted grid below: 
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Criterion Weight What is assessed 

Technical quality 15% 

Quality of filming, sound and 

editing, assessed in relation to 

the resources available. 

Vision / narrative coherence 20% 

Clarity of the idea, story 

construction, rhythm and the 

film's ability to carry its intention 

through to the end. 

Emotion and impact 20% 

Emotional strength, social 

relevance and the way the film 

reaches the audience. 

Cinematic and sound language 20% 

How image, sound, editing, 

music, silence and rhythm 

support the story. 

Relevance to the festival theme 15% 

The connection to football and to 

the central TMFF idea: 

community, identity, belonging, 

passion, memory, conflict or 

resistance. 

Originality and personal vision 10% 

A personal perspective, 

freshness, courage and the ability 

to avoid predictable solutions. 

The jury will select at least three winning films and a limited number of finalists to be screened during the festival. 

The jury's decision is final. In special cases, the jury may deliberate further to break a tie, taking into account the 

score, eligibility and the structure of the screening programme. 

8. Submission procedure 

Submissions are made exclusively online by completing the form available on the official festival website, 

www.tmff.ro. The link to the film must remain active and accessible until 15 November 2026. 

The submission form will request: 

• link to the film, via YouTube, Vimeo, Google Drive or a similar service, with open access or password 

protection; 

• contact details of the author or team representative; 

• film title, duration, year of production, country, language and main credit information; 

• synopsis of maximum 500 characters; 

• declaration regarding copyright, image rights and acceptance of these rules. 

Participants may submit more than one film, provided that each film is submitted through a separate form and 

meets all conditions set out in these rules. 

9. Copyright and use of materials 

Participants are responsible for respecting all copyright, image rights and usage rights related to the materials 

included in the film. Submitted films must be original or must include only materials for which the authors hold the 

necessary rights. 

By submitting a film, the authors of selected films grant the organisers a non-exclusive, free-of-charge right to 

screen the film as part of TMFF #2 and to use the title, synopsis, trailer, stills and short excerpts from the film in 

festival communication. All such uses will credit the authors. 

Copyright in the films remains fully with the creators. Submission to the competition does not transfer any 

intellectual property rights to the organisers. 
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10. Content, responsibility and limitation of liability 

The authors assume full responsibility for the content of the submitted films, both legally and in relation to the 

views expressed. The films reflect the authors' artistic choices and do not represent the official position of the 

organisers, partners or jury. 

The organisers may reject films that contain illegal material, incitement to hatred, discrimination, clear 

infringements of third-party rights or content that may create legal risks for the festival. 

The organisers do not accept responsibility for disputes, claims or legal proceedings arising in connection with 

submitted films. Full responsibility rests with the authors. 

11. Personal data 

Personal data submitted through the entry form will be used to administer the competition, communicate with 

participants, conduct the jury process, announce finalists and organise the screening. The data will not be used 

for other purposes and will not be shared with third parties other than those directly involved in organising the 

competition. 

12. Final provisions 

The organisers reserve the right to modify the rules, competition calendar or jury composition if circumstances 

require it. Any change will be announced on the official website and through the festival communication channels. 

Participation in the competition implies full acceptance of these rules. 

For questions about the competition, participants may contact the organisers by phone, SMS or WhatsApp at 

+40724 654 387 (Sebastian Novovic), or by email at membri@druckeria.ro. 


